LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

JANUARY 4, 2011 – REPORT #1
129th GENERAL ASSEMBLY BEGINS

Yesterday, members of the 129th General Assembly were sworn in during a long and celebratory session in both the Senate and the House.  As you know, Republicans will control the House and the Senate for the next two years.  During session yesterday, both House and Senate members appointed new leadership positions.  

House of Representatives

Longtime lawmaker Rep. William G. Batchelder of Medina is the Speaker of the House.

Rep. Lou Blessing of Cincinnati was named speaker pro tempore. The No. 3 slot, majority whip, goes to Rep. Matt Huffman from Lima.  The No. 4 position, majority floor leader, was won by Rep. Barbara Sears of Toledo and the No. 5 position, assistant majority floor leader, goes to Rep. John Adams of Sidney. 
Rep. Ron Amstutz (R-Wooster) was named chairman of the powerful House Finance Committee.
The Minority democrats also named its leadership positions.  Outgoing House Speaker Armond Budish, is the Minority Leader.  The rest of his team is as follows: 

Rep. Matt Szollozi (D-Oregon) as assistant minority leader;

Rep. Tracy Heard (D-Columbus) as minority whip; 

Rep. Debbie Phillips (D-Athens) as assistant minority whip.

Senate

The Ohio Senate also named its leadership as Sen. Tom Niehaus, R-New Richmond, was elected Senate President.  The Senate also elected Sen. Keith Faber (R – Celina), as President Pro Tem, the number two spot, and Sen. Jimmy Stewart (R-Albany), the Majority Floor leader, and number 3 spot.  The number 4 leadership spot went to Sen. Shannon Jones (R-Clearcreek Twp.), as Majority Whip.
Republicans have a commanding majority, 23-10, up from last general assembly’s 21-12 majority. 

Sen. Chris Widener, a Clark County Republican, will be chairman of the Senate Finance Committee.
Minority Democrats also elected its leadership team.  Capri Cafaro (Hubbard) was re-elected as Minority Leader.  The rest of her team is as follows: 

Sen. Shirley Smith (D-Cleveland) as assistant minority leader; 
Sen. Edna Brown (D-Toledo) as minority whip; 
Sen. Jason Wilson (D-Columbiana) as assistant minority whip.

MANY, MANY NEW MEMBERS SWORN INTO GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Plenty of new faces were in the crowd yesterday as the House welcomed 31 new legislators to its Chamber and the Senate swore in 10 new members, 3 of whom will be in the legislature for the first time.  
In addition to the 31 new members in the House, 3 former reps are again in the General Assembly (John Barnes, D – Cleveland, Rex Damschroder, R – Fremont and Ron Young, R – Leroy). 3 more Reps moved over from the Senate (John Carey, R – Wellston, Teresa Fedor, D – Toledo and Kirk Schuring, R – Canton).  

Further, Republicans will also have to replace 3 more seats.  Rep. Jim Zehringer (R – Ft. Recovery) is leaving the House to become the Director of the Ohio Department of Agriculture.  Senator Tim Grendell (R – Chesterland), refused to accept the House seat to which he was elected creating a vacancy in that district and Rep. Peggy Lehner (R – Kettering) will soon be moving to the Senate to move into John Husted’s seat when he takes his Oath of Office as the new Secretary of State.    

In the Senate, 3 sitting senators will also be leaving in the next weeks. Senator Steve Buehrer (R – Delta) will be leaving to head the Bureau of Worker’s Compensation, Senator John Husted (R – Kettering) was elected as Secretary of State and Senator Bob Gibbs (R – Medina) was elected to Congress.  

OHBA will surely be very busy meeting all of these new legislators and educating them on the many issues that the home building industry is facing in these tough times. 

For information on the legislator in your area, please visit our website at www.ohiohba.com.     
LEGISLATIVE LEADERS OUTLINE PRIORITIES FOR NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY
During the opening sessions of the General Assembly, Senate President Tom Niehaus spoke generally about his legislative priorities (create an environment that encourages businesses to expand and hire and provide more choice in education) while Speaker Bill Batchelder provided a much more specific legislative agenda.  

Both men noted that the budget would be the main focal point this year, but Speaker Batchelder emphasized the following agenda:  

-Provide tax credits to Ohio's graduates who have sought employment in "more business friendly" states;
-Allow tax credits to those companies that hire unemployed Ohioans;
-Provide an income tax credit to anyone in a trade who has reached "journeyman" or equivalent status as determined by the Ohio State Apprenticeship Council;
-Update Ohio's business entity laws that are decades old;
-Provide a nonrefundable tax credit to businesses that move into vacant facilities and increase their payroll;
-Reform small business regulations to reduce and eliminate any and all unnecessary and excessive regulatory burdens on Ohio's small businesses.
OHBA SPRING BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

Mark your calendar for OHBA Spring Board of Trustees Meeting on March 7-8, 2011 at the Hilton Easton in Columbus.  Important information and discussions will be held at this meeting.
