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2011 ohba year end review


We are pleased to present you with a recap of the significant actions accomplished by OHBA this year.  As you will find, all aspects of the industry; builders, remodelers, developers and all who work in and around us have benefitted.  We are glad you did!  That is what we are all about.  We serve the industry as your voice to help you be successful.  Along with our partners, the NAHB and your local, we proudly serve you and your industry.


We all know our industry faces significant challenges.  The economy has brought much hardship to the industry, the country and Ohio.  This depressed condition is substantial.  The belief anchoring housings high standing with public policy makers has been disintegrating.  It seems we are under siege in a number of important areas.  Despite the forces that work against us the association stands tall and proud.  We continuously advocate for growth through the production of affordable housing.  We promote the benefits of home construction, reconstruction and land development.  We support property rights and the freedoms afforded all to choose where to live and raise their family.


Hopefully you will pass this document along to those who benefit from our accomplishments but are not a part of our effort.  We need to grow in our ability to meet the challenges present before us.  Thanks to all who have helped us be successful.

CONSUMER SALES PRACTICES ACT (CSPA) REFORM

The Consumer Sales Practices Act continued to be a priority for OHBA.  By working with key legislators and the Attorney General, OHBA drafted a bill to provide relief from the harmful CSPA to builders across Ohio.  The bill is currently in committee in the House and we expect it to gain momentum in 2012.
OHBA WORKED TO KEEP PROBLEMATIC PROVISIONS OUT OF CODE
OHBA ensured residential fire sprinkler mandates were kept out of the final draft of the Residential Code of Ohio (RCO).  Additionally, OHBA supported deletion of problematic provisions of the National Electric Code in the final version approved by the Residential Construction Advisory Committee (RCAC). 
OHBA ALTERNATIVE PRESCRIPTIVE ENERGY CODE APPROVED BY RCAC
The Residential Construction Advisory Committee (RCAC) took deliberative steps to ensure an Ohio alternative prescriptive path would be included in the most recent draft of the Residential Code of Ohio (RCO).  OHBA and builders from around the state put forth calculations of verifiable, practical impacts of the 2009 IECC on housing.   After facing some resistance, OHBA involved its officers to work very closely in designing a cost effective, equivalent compliance path for the 2009 IECC.  The RCAC voted to include the option in its most recent draft of the RCO.   

MEETINGS WITH EPA DIRECTOR ON MITIGATION ISSUES
OHBA had several meetings with the EPA Director Nally and his staff to discuss the agency’s legislative package and making sense of the proposed in lieu fee program.  OHBA stressed to the agency the importance of being conscious of cost, and being objective and flexible when considering both public and private mitigation projects.  
OHBA PARTICIPATED IN HOME SEWAGE RULES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

OHBA has a seat on the important sewage rules advisory committee.  The committee will draft administrative rules that will be implemented through the Public Health Council.  The rules will direct local health departments in enforcing the new sewage system law.   As usual, OHBA will be closely involved in drafting the rules to ensure that builders’ voices are heard in shaping the law that will affect sewage systems for decades.
HB 95 
GAS RATES 
Provisions of the bill allow gas companies to utilize certain accounting methods as it relates to line extension expenditures.  The measure will potentially pass thousands of up-front costs from the developer to the rate base eliminating the need for large deposits.  
OHIO HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY STUDY COMMISSION

The General Assembly inserted language into the state budget, at the urging of OHBA and other interested parties, to empanel a group of experts and legislators to conduct a comprehensive review of the Ohio Housing Finance Agency.  The review will examine current procedures of OHFA and submit suggestions to the General Assembly for changes to the agency procedures.   

AMICUS BRIEFS

OHBA participated in three amicus curiae briefs at the Supreme Court of Ohio in 2011.  These important cases will decide critical issues regarding township impact fees, waivers of implied warranties, and township involvement in the TIF process.  In its briefs, OHBA urged the Court to rule in favor of the interest of builders and developers in Ohio.   
SURVEYORS LEGISLATION

HB 32 was supported by OHBA which would ensure that builders, developers and health department officials can still exempt from the Professional Engineers and Surveyors Law the preparation of plans or drawings for a sewage treatment system.  

SB2 SUPPORT—COMMON SENSE INITIATIVE
This year Lieutenant Governor Mary Taylor took on the monumental task of regulatory reform and OHBA was intimately involved in the process.  SB 2 requires state agencies to perform a common sense evaluation when proposing new rules that will affect business in Ohio.  OHBA worked closely with the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and sponsors of the bill to ensure the bill provides a successful roadmap for curbing onerous regulation in this state.
BBS REPEAL OF OVERREACHING SECTIONS OF OBC

The Board of Building Standards adopted portions of the Residential Code by reference when it moved for adoption of the Ohio Building Code.  OHBA ensured these provisions would not be enforced for 1, 2, 3 family dwellings and would go through the proper RCAC process.  The BBS filed new rules to remove both the plumbing code and electric code updates, as applied to residential structures.  

PUCO MOTOR CARRIER RULES 
The applicability of federal regulations adopted by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio to certain motor vehicles became an overreaching regulation for builders throughout Ohio by requiring greater registration requirements for private commercial motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight between 10,001 and 26,000 pounds in intrastate commerce.  OHBA worked with legislators and the PUCO to achieve a repeal of the rules.  Such a repeal saved OHBA members thousands of dollars in unnecessary compliance regulations.  
OHBA ENSURED VOLUNTARY CONSERVATION MEASURES REMAIN PART OF GREAT LAKES LEGISLATION
After numerous meetings of the Great Lakes Compact Advisory Committee, legislation to implement the Compact passed both the House and Senate before being vetoed by the Governor.  During the hearing process, OHBA ensured conservation measures remained voluntary by including an amendment to strengthen the voluntary provisions.  Following the veto, OHBA continued to work with the industry groups negotiating with the Governor’s office and other interested parties in drafting a revised version of the implementing legislation.  
OUPS COALITION PARTICIPATION
Stakeholders involved with legislation in past years intended to improve the call before you dig notification system formed a coalition to again discuss potential changes to the law.  OHBA participated in the meetings attended by various interested parties, and closely monitored the potential impact of any actions suggested by the coalition.
ANNEXATION PETITIONS 

In response to the introduction HB 50, which would have been detrimental to the annexation process in Ohio, OHBA worked with the sponsors of the bill and interested parties to ensure a bill can be passed that will achieve the goals of the sponsor, but not harm the process set up a few years ago. The bill will be on our agenda in 2012.
CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION PROPOSED NEW COMPLAINT PROCESS

OHBA met with the Ohio Civil Rights Commission (OCRC) to discuss new proposed rules from the commission that will change the process for aggrieved persons to file complaints at the commission.  The new proposal will enact rules that will require aggrieved persons filing complaints with the commission to prove their damages at the beginning of the complaint process by requiring the complainant to provide evidence and itemized lists of violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
