EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Vincent J. Squillace, CAE

Executive Vice President
Some value everywhere you look


We are in the process of preparing material for our summer board meeting.   Aside from the ordinary Association management materials and updates most of our time is used describing the array of issues we are working on in the government affairs arena.  The list is robust.


Our top priority is the continuing CSPA issue.  We have met three times with the staff of new AG DeWine to discuss the matter and gave them the inches thick folder of our reviews and analysis of details supporting the need the change the law.  We are preparing commentary on new stream and wetland rules as proposed by the OEPA.  As you can imagine there are serious concerns.  We await the final version of the state budget bill so to react to a study commission to analyze the operation of OHFA.  The year’s long struggle for new rules governing on-site septic systems is drawing to a close.  We have filed petitions with the Supreme Court to allow a builder to waive certain liability standards and to allow developers to continue the use the full benefits of tax increment financing.  And of course the latest on the residential code.


We are involved with a number of issues at NAHB as well.  We recently met with US Senator Portman on a bill which would mandate extreme energy conservation measures.  How extreme, well, the initial reaction is near impossible to comply with.   The meeting opened our new senators’ eyes to the harmful impacts facing builders today.  We met with Senator Brown’s office.  He will be chairing the subcommittee which is the first stop for NAHB’s top priority bill to remove barriers for banks to start lending again.  Finally, Randy Strauss personally met with Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke and informed him of the struggles of a typical builder from Ohio.


Plenty of value here for even the toughest critic.  The association is important and works hard for you every day; state, local and national.

