OHBA MONTHLY COLUMN

by Vincent J. Squillace, CAE

OHBA Executive Vice President
Ohba members make strong showing in dc


More than 20 Ohio builders and EO’s participated in the NAHB Legislative Conference this month.  That was an impressive showing given the tough economic times.  However, it was plainly apparent we have a passion for the industry and the right to make our feelings known to our elected officials.


We were treated to opening remarks from US Congressman Pat Tiberi from Columbus.  As chair of the select Ways and Means Committee, all in attendance were heartened to learn of Pats support of the industry and his close ties with builders in Central Ohio.  His committee will have jurisdiction over issues such as the mortgage interest deduction, capital gain treatment of residences and the low income housing tax credit program.  It was a proud moment for all of us in attendance to play a major role in on these monumental housing issues.


Jerry Howard, the NAHB EO, announced major efforts on the part of NAHB to herald the many benefits of home construction which seems to be missing in the economic doldrums chatter.  NAHB is a little surprised at the length and the duration of the slowdown.  Moreover, they are impatient with the discussion that housing caused all the current problems and the industry should not expect much relief.


Our members were clear in telling our congressional representatives we are proud to be builders and promote an essential function in providing affordable housing opportunities.  The message was clear, we are committed and now congress must show some commitment as well.


Your industry association representing you and your livelihood; that is what we are all about.

